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Dear War Child Supporter, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you all safe and well after a well-earned break, and that 
you’re ready to tackle another new year and all the challenges it provides.  We are 
looking forward to the release of Girls Night In 4 and Kids Night In 2 during 2005 and 
would welcome any launch suggestions that you may have. 
 
War Child Australia Reading Challenge 
 
A reminder that all four of the Reading Challenges conclude on 1 February.  Would 
all adult participants please post their Reading Challenge sheets along with their 
cheque or money order to: 
 
Natalie Martin 
War Child Australia 
PO Box 461 
Toowong Qld 4066 
 
Would all schools please determine the number of books read and forward a cheque 
or money order for the appropriate amount to the same address.   
 
The winners of the adult Reading Challenge will then be determined and prizes, thank 
you letters and certificates forwarded during term 1.  Schools that hosted the Reading 
Challenges for students will be forwarded thank you letters and a school certificate. 
 
Many thanks for your support and thank you to Penguin Books for supplying prizes 
for the adult Reading Challenge.  I expect to have the 2005 student Reading 
Challenges ready to go in early April. 
 
Please find below a War Child statement on the tsunami disaster and 2003-2004 
annual report.  It makes for interesting reading, especially as we are all concerned 
about whether the donations we make actually make it through as aid.  It is 
particularly pleasing to note that War Child Australia’s costs are less than 0.5% of 
donations and therefore more than 99.5% of donations are directly used as aid.  War 
Child Australia can do this as all staff are volunteers. 
 
Best wishes for 2005. 
Judith Way 
War Child Schools’ Coordinator 
Vic/Tas/N.S.W./N.T./S.A./A.C.T. 
judithway@warchild.org.au 
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The South East Asian Tsunami Disaster: War Child Statement 
  
War Child offers its deepest sympathy to the victims of the Tsunami disaster in South 
East Asia and its support to those attempting to bring relief to those affected by this 
tragedy. 
  
Among the areas hardest hit have been zones of some of the most vicious conflict in 
the modern era. Sri Lanka and Indonesia have localised civil wars that have 
repeatedly involved children and have devastated the infrastructure in those areas. 
This has severely hindered rescue and relief initiatives in the region and will continue 
to do so. Conflict and poverty exist in a vicious cycle in many of the poorest parts of 
the world – a baseline problem that renders dealing with natural disasters like the 
tsunami all the more difficult, in fact, near-impossible.  
  
In 2005, War Child is committed to establishing a moral code: that children should 
never be affected by war, regardless of its justification. While War Child continues its 
vital work with children affected by conflict in Iraq, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
The Balkans and Afghanistan, those affected by the tsunami disaster, and involved in 
the region's recovery, are firmly within our thoughts. 



